DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-3131

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5090
Ser N465/0952
August 21, 2017

Dear Sir or Madam:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT FOR NORTHWEST TRAINING AND TESTING

This letter is to inform you that the Department of the Navy (Navy) is preparing a
supplement to the 2015 Northwest Training and Testing NWTT) Final Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) to assess the potential
environmental effects associated with ongoing and future at-sea military readiness activities
conducted within the NWTT EIS/OEIS Study Area (hereafter referred to as the “Study Area™).
Military readiness activities include training and research, development, testing, and evaluation
(hereafter referred to as “training and testing”). The Navy is requesting your comments on the
scope of the analysis, including potential environmental issues and viable alternatives to be
considered during the development of the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

The Navy previously completed an EIS/OEIS in 2015, for which a Record of Decision was
signed in October 2016, for at-sea training and testing activities occurring within the Study Area.
The supplement to the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS is being prepared to support ongoing and future
activities conducted at sea within the Study Area beyond 2020. Proposed training and testing
activities are generally consistent with those analyzed in the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS and are
representative of activities the Navy has been conducting in the Study Area for decades.

The Supplemental EIS/OEIS will include an analysis of training and testing activities using
new information available after the release of the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS. New information
includes an updated acoustic effects model, updated marine mammal density data, and evolving
and emergent best available science. As part of this process, the Navy will seek the issuance of
federal regulatory permits and authorizations under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the
Endangered Species Act to support ongoing and future at-sea military readiness activities within
the Study Area beyond 2020.

The Study Area remains unchanged since the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS (Enclosure 1). The Study
Area is comprised of established maritime operating areas and warning areas in the northeastern
Pacific Ocean, including areas within the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Puget Sound, and the Western
Behm Canal in southeastern Alaska. The Study Area includes air and water space within and
outside Washington state waters, air and water space outside state waters of Oregon and Northern
California, and Navy pierside locations where sonar maintenance and testing occur. In the
supplement to the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS, the Navy will only analyze those training and testing
activities conducted at sea within the Study Area.
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Enclosure 1: Northwest Training and Testing Supplemental
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